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A s we prepare to enter the holiday 

 seasons of Thanksgiving and 

Advent, we take time to reflect on 

the countless blessings that God 

has bestowed on our community. In 

particular, we are grateful for your 

generosity and commitment to our parish 

mission and ministry. Your stewardship 

has made it possible for our parish to do 

the work of building God’s kingdom.

In the following pages we ask you 

to consider how you will commit to 

continuing that mission in the coming 

year. We ask you to take time pray 

about it, to conduct an examination of 

conscience, to look into your heart, to 

reflect on your blessings and to ponder 

your relationship with God, as you 

consider a response.

Our mission is to make disciples for 
 the Lord Jesus Christ and,  
  together in ministry for Him, 
   advance the Kingdom of God.
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WHAT DOES OUR GIVING DO?

Your stewardship makes the mission and ministry of St. Theresa possible.  
The following are just a few examples of the amazing works that are happening  
because of your generous gifts of time, talent, and treasure:

Ministry:
•	 Expanded Senior Adult Ministries  

coordinated by Sr. Ann Pennington.
•	 A new St. Theresa Young Adults ministry.

Formation:
•	 New adult education offerings including the 

Foundations Series, Catalyst, Connections,  
and Breaking Open the Word.

•	 New leadership and focus in our Children  
and Youth programs led by Beverly Riviello,  
Nina Koziuk, and Marie Cehovin.

•	 Support for St. Theresa School, now  
entering its 30th year of providing a quality 
Catholic education for the children of our  
parish and community.

Facilities:
•	 Improvements to our sanctuary to better 

facilitate Mass and accommodate our choir.
•	 Improvements to our grounds to address 

drainage issues, replace aging air conditioning, 
and address normal wear and tear.

•	 A new library space in Building E for group 
meetings, study, and quiet reflection.

•	 Repaired windows in the Education Building.
•	 Repairs to our children’s play area.

General:
•	 Improved communication via our website, 

social media, Good News, E-Bulletin, and the 
bulletin.

Outreach that touches thousands each year:
•	 The St. Vincent de Paul Society.
•	 Christmas giving trees for Foundation 

Communities.
•	 School supplies for Foundation Communities.
•	 Disaster relief for flood victims.
•	 Support to North Central Care-Givers,  

(now “Drive a Senior”).
•	 Mission outreach.
•	 Sponsorship of teens who attended  

Catholic Heart Work Camp.
•	 The Early Bird Taco ministry.

Your giving facilitates the spread of the Gospel each and every day at St. Theresa and beyond.

Giving thanks always and for 
everything in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ to God the Father. 

—Ephesians 5:20
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WHAT IS STEWARDSHIP?

Stewardship is using and managing the 
resources that God provides to us for the glory 
of God and the betterment of his creation. It’s 
not fundraising, church budgets, or building 
campaigns. It’s living and giving through a 
Christ-centered life. 

The earth is the Lord’s and all it holds, 
the world and those who dwell in it.

Psalm 24:1

A steward is one who manages the resources 
of another in an effort to accomplish the goals 
of the true owner. The Bible teaches us that 
we are not owners, but stewards, of God-given 
resources, and the proper management of our 
time, talent, and treasure grows out of that 
teaching.

Stewardship, therefore, is not about the needs 
of the Church. Instead, it is a fundamental 
understanding of how we relate to the God 
who has given us everything. While, in today’s 
society, stewardship is often associated with 
the use of our money, if we link it primarily to 
fundraising we miss the essential point.

The fundamental principle of biblical 
stewardship is that God owns everything and 
we are simply managers or administrators 

acting on his behalf.

Every faculty you have, 
your power of thinking or 
of moving your limbs from 
moment to moment, is given 
you by God. If you devoted 
every moment of your whole 
life exclusively to his service, 
you could not give him 
anything that was not in a 
sense his own already.

– C. S. Lewis, Mere Christianity

WHY TALK ABOUT STEWARDSHIP?

Stewardship presents every person with the 
opportunity to examine his or her personal 
relationship with God, to review his or her 
motives for living and giving, and to make 
conscious and intentional decisions. Unless we 
know why we give, our giving does not change 
us – no matter how much it may benefit the 
object of our giving. Thus, everyone should 
prayerfully ask: 

“Why should I give?” 

“Why do I give?” 

“Why will I give?”

As each one has received a gift, 
use it to serve one another as good 
stewards of God’s varied grace. 

1 Peter 4:10
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WHAT DOES STEWARDSHIP LOOK LIKE?

Christian stewardship is the ordering of one’s 
whole life in accordance with the will of God, 
revealed in Jesus Christ and confirmed by the 
Holy Spirit.

A more classic definition is: “The systematic, 
proportionate, sacramental, and sacrificial  
giving of ourselves to God, through his Church  
as an act of worship, in obedience to the Word  
of God and in grateful recognition of his 
redeeming love, based on the conviction that 
everything we have is entrusted to us by God  
to be used in his service.” 

Otherwise, you might say in your 
heart, “It is my own power and the 
strength of my own hand that has got 
me this wealth.” Remember then the 
Lord, your God, for he is the one who 
gives you the power to get wealth, 
by fulfilling, as he has now done, the 
covenant he swore to your ancestors.

Deuteronomy 8:17-18

As professing Christians, the promises made for us 
at baptism and in our own words in confirmation 
proclaim that we put Christ first in our lives. Thus, 
in order to live Christ-filled and Christ-centered 

lives, we must seek to understand what it really 
means to be a committed disciple and follower 
of Jesus Christ. It looks different for each one of 
us. There is no formula, but there is wisdom and 
discernment granted by God when we seek it.

Take time to prayerfully examine your own life. 
Do you live a whole life for God; a faith put 
into action and attitude in every area of life; 
and a whole life in accordance with the will of 
God revealed in Jesus Christ? What answers 
immediately come to mind when you ask yourself:

…where do I dedicate my time?

…where do I share my skills and talents?

…where do I spend my money?

…in whom do I trust for my every provision?

And whatever you do, in word or in 
deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 
Father through him.

Colossians 3:17

Do you do everything in the name of the  
Lord Jesus? That’s what Christian  

stewardship looks like.
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HOW CAN I BE A CHRISTIAN STEWARD  
IN MY ST. THERESA COMMUNITY?

Whatever you do, do from the heart, as for the Lord 
and not for others, knowing that you will receive 
from the Lord the due payment of the inheritance; be 
slaves of the Lord Christ.

Colossians 3:23-24

•	 First, PRAY about living and giving in the model of Christian 
stewardship. Do not give out of obligation, guilt, or for show. 
Let the scripture in this document serve as a foundation for 
a meaningful examination of conscience on giving and your 
relationship with God. 

•	 With respect to your God-given time and talent, each year our 
parish Ministry Fair presents parishioners with opportunities 
to share their gifts with our community. Our website and our 
ministry guide Making Disciples: A Guide to Parish Ministries, 
present many opportunities for service in our parish. Pray about 
how you are being called to give, and plan ahead so that your 
ministry may be a blessing to others.

•	 Living out Biblical stewardship also means that you consider 
how you will share a portion of your God-given financial 
blessings. It encourages us to pray about our relationship  
with God and to plan ahead so that our giving is proactive  
and not reactive.

Let’s face it – we like to be in charge. We want to decide who 
gets how much of our time and money and what they can do with 
it. But God wants us to trust him, to place him at the center of 
our lives such that each act of giving brings us closer to him. Put 
differently, while financial giving related to specific projects such 
as a building fund or non-profit organizations like the Red Cross, is 
good and has a proper place, the giving of our financial resources 
in Christian stewardship is an ongoing spiritual affair of the heart. 

As we read in the Gospel of Matthew (chapter 6, verse 21): “For 
where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.” Jesus did 
not say that our treasure would follow our heart. He said just the 
reverse. He said that when you place your treasure in something it 
is a sure bet that your heart will follow.

Will you consider making a pledge this year— from your heart?
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WHAT IS AN ANNUAL PLEDGE?

An annual pledge is a specific gift of money promised to be given over a one-year period. It is primarily 
a symbolic act – an offering of ourselves in service and devotion to God. An annual pledge also has 
practical effects because pledged offerings make it possible for St. Theresa Catholic Church to both 
carry out its mission in Christ’s name and prudently budget for the coming calendar year.
As shown below, the offertory of parishioners provides the financial foundation of support for  
St. Theresa. 

With a pledge from every parishioner, the Parish can better plan for the coming year and, more 
importantly, fulfill its mission.

*Includes reimbursements from St. Theresa School for utilities, 
maintenance, cleaning, supplies, repairs to shared spaces, and shared 
employees (85% of the reimbursement relates to utilities, maintenance, 
and cleaning).

OFFERTORY
84%

REIMBURSEMENTS*
14%

OTHER
1%

GIFTS
1%

ST. THERESA INCOME 2015–16
$2,200,000

We prayed about it, and we talked about how  
we are blessed beyond measure. And, so, recognizing that 

everything we have and everything we are is because of 
Him, it became a little easier, it was scary at first,  

but a little easier to give back that 10 percent.”
—Kathleen Aronson, St. Theresa parishioner  
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HOW ARE ANNUAL PLEDGES USED?

Offerings are the primary sources of income for our ministries and programs (84%). During the 2016-
17 budget year we expect to have about $2.4 million in expenses. That’s day-to-day expenses and 
does NOT include expenses for the Catholic Services Appeal, Capital Campaign for Building E, or 
unplanned maintenance, renovations, or new construction.

We include percentages in the chart 
above, in part because we want 
every parishioner to think in terms 
of percentage giving, also known as 
proportionate giving. Instead of thinking 
that you give “so much” money back 
to God, think instead about what 
percentage you give back. Does that 
percentage reflect your thanksgiving and 
trust in the Lord? 

1 Includes salary for 14 full-time and certain part-time staff members 
and associated payroll taxes.
2 Includes contracts for cleaning of all buildings, technology, and 
contract musicians.
3 Facility liability insurance paid to the Diocese.
4  Janitorial supplies, liturgical supplies, RE supplies, kitchen supplies, 
printing of bulletins and pamphlets,  
annual picnic, and ministry food costs.

5 Lawn care, anticipated HVAC maintenance/replacement, and security.
6 Cash contribution from St. Theresa Parish to St. Theresa School.
7  9% of our total offertory goes to the Diocese (it appears as 7% above 
because, as the prior page and  
graph show, not all of our income comes from the offertory).

STAFF SALARIES1

41%REPAIRS, MAINTENANCE, 
FURNITURE REPLACEMENT5

7%

SUPPLIES4

10%

UTILITIES
12%

DIOCESAN  
PARISH  

ASSESSMENT7

7%

ADMINISTRATIVE 
CONTRACTS2

7%INSURANCE3

4%

DIRECT SCHOOL SUPPORT6

4%

BENEFITS
8%

ST. THERESA BUDGET 2016–17
JULY 1 2016–JUNE 30, 2017
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WHAT DID ST. THERESA PARISHIONERS GIVE LAST YEAR?

Nearly one-third of the offertory came from just 55 families.  
Half of the registered households gave no recorded donations. 

Of the 1260 Registered “Active” Contributing Households:

Annual Contributions Households % Active Offertory % Offertory

$5000+ 55 4% $515,417 31%

$1201-$4999 335 27% $767,513 46%

$601-$1200 260 21% $237,090 14%

$241-$600 234 19% $98,522 6%

$240 or less 376 30% $32,864 2%

Total 1260 $1,651,406

$0 1251 49.8% of 2511 Registered Households

The average annual giving amount for all St. Theresa families was about $300 per year.

 
For the 1260 families that actively contributed – meaning they consistently contributed via envelope, 
check, or e-giving (we cannot track cash in the offering plate) – the median was approximately $600 
per year. 

For active households that equates to $50 per month or $16 per week.

Where do you spend $16 per week? Coffee? Your phone? Cable? The internet? Take time to pray and 
reflect on where God falls in your list of priorities. 
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A GUIDE TO PROPORTIONATE GIVING

The Bible provides a model of giving – the tithe, or 10% of our income. Now, 10% can appear 
intimidating but what matters is the shift – making our material wealth reflect our spiritual wealth. Use 
this chart to figure out what percentage you are currently giving. 

Will you accept the challenge to increase your giving next year?

If your annual gross 
income is: 2% 4% 6% 10%

$10,000 $200 $400 $600 $1,000

$20,000 $400 $800 $1,200 $2,000

$40,000 $800 $1,600 $2,400 $4,000

$50,000 $1,000 $2,000 $3,000 $5,000

$75,000 $1,500 $3,000 $4,500 $7,500

$100,000 $2,000 $4,000 $6,000 $10,000

$150,000 $3,000 $6,000 $9,000 $15,000

$200,000 $4,000 $8,000 $12,000 $20,000
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HOW DO WE GIVE PROPORTIONATELY?

The tithe is a model, not a law. God, through his grace, always meets us where we are, but he 
doesn’t want us to stay there. Take the act of pledging in 2016 as an opportunity to be intentional 
about your giving and to set a goal. The steps laid out below provide a method of contemplation on 
the act of giving.

Step 1:  Count your Blessings. Look at your total annual income. 
Thank God for what it provides in your life.

Step 2:  Look at what you are currently giving to support the 
mission of the church. Think about what your community 
of faith provides for you and others. How God’s abundant 
love, grace, generosity, and forgiveness is experienced 
through Mass, the Sacraments, Religious Education, 
St. Theresa’s School, Retreats, Adult Faith Formation 
Activities, and all the various ministries in our Parish.

Step 3:  Calculate your current percentage giving by dividing your 
current annual giving by your total income.

Step 4:  Consider whether you can increase your current  
percentage offering.

Step 5:  Calculate this year’s pledge.

Anyone unable to pledge in 2015 is encouraged to consider making a percentage pledge in 2016, 
something easily managed. Prayerfully consider how your pledge can make a difference in your life  
and the life of our church.  

Can you trust in God’s providence and begin a faith journey with your giving?

Once you start giving to the parish  
that’s where your heart is, and you’re  

going to be truly engaged in the parish.  
Imagine if everyone at mass were such a part of the 

parish, it would be so dynamic and so amazing.”
—Catherine Crowley, St. Theresa parishioner  
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