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EPIPHANY, YEAR C 
By Fr. Moses Iyogwoya 
 
Today we celebrate the Feast of the Epiphany. The word “epiphany” comes from 
the Greek word “epiphanous” which means “manifestation” or “revelation” or 
“showing forth.” Though Jesus was born in Judea, we celebrate the manifestation 
of Jesus to all people, not restricted by anyone. The Jewish people for some time 
had thought God to be exclusive for them. In accord with the will of God for 
humanity to be saved, God revealed the news about the birth of his Son also to 
people from the East to show that the Gentile world is also a part of God’s plan of 
salvation.  
 

The first reading talks about when God’s promised future kingdom in which the 
Gentiles will be part of Zion. Mention is made of places much outside the territorial 
boundaries of Israel. Jerusalem would play host to people from different places 
because God would have his home there, he would be living there. The people 
would be attracted to the light of God. This came to its fulfillment when caravans 
were loaded with precious goods of the Orient; gold and incense were moving 
towards the mountain because the light of the Lord has illumined the world, Christ 
was born. The city represents the Church because it is through her that the light of 
the God shines out to all people who are moving towards her and with their rich 
culture every year on pilgrimage. 
 

Paul in the second reading, speaks of the stewardship of God’s grace which he had 
been given so that Gentiles could equally become heirs and partakers of the 
salvation brought by Jesus. As children of God, we must be opened to accept other 
people who are not members of our faith but are seeking God with sincere heart, 
we must exercise patience in our interpersonal relationships. Does not Scripture 
say that “God causes his sun to rise on the bad as well as the good.” 
 
Luke presents us with so many details surrounding the birth of Jesus, he names the 
apparitions of the Angel to Mary, Zechariah, Mary’s visitation to Elizabeth, gave 
details that the birth of Jesus took place during the census of Caesar Augustus, the 
Angels appearing to the shepherds who kept watch at night etc., Matthew simply 
says: “When Jesus was born… wise men from the East came to Jerusalem.” While 
Luke presents the Christmas story just as the events panned out like investigative 
journalism would do, Matthew’s version of the same Christmas story opens our 
eyes to certain deep truths regarding the baby Jesus in a manger. His version is a 
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manifestation, a revelation, an epiphany of Jesus Christ. Today’s Feast is like a 
second Christmas, the epiphany was celebrated among the gentile world then as 
Christmas. While we celebrated the birth of the baby Jesus on Christmas day, we 
celebrate today the realization that God himself was born in human flesh to all 
nations. But who were these wise men and what impact did their visit have to say 
about the identity of Jesus? How did they know about Jesus and what lessons do 
we learn from it? It reveals the fact that Jesus was not born for the Jewish nation 
alone, he is more than a national hero, he is born the savior of the world, it also 
reveals that Isaiah’s prophecy as contained in the first reading had just come true, 
that light shall arise from Israel attracting the wealth of nations. 
 
Let us look at the journey of the wise men, something seems to have gone wrong. 
The wise men upon getting to the land of Israel took their eyes off the star and 
assumed there is no better place to find the new King than in the Palace of Herod. 
As it would later turn out to be, this mistake of theirs would cost the heads of many 
children. Herod was terrified at the news of a king but was intelligent enough to 
consult the chief priests and scribes regarding the long-awaited Messiah. Herod 
even helped the wise men by telling them to go to Bethlehem to search for the 
child, but he did so with a wrong motive. This happens to us each time we take our 
eyes off Jesus. We should never take off our eyes from God. We should not be 
deceived, all that glitters is not gold, the palace may seem attractive, yet it may not 
be God’s plan for us. In moments of difficulty and anxiety we can find light by 
reading the Bible like Herod who consulted the chief priests and scribes when he 
was troubled [though for the wrong motive]. We must not seek Jesus like Herod for 
the wrong reason. 
 
The wise men brought Jesus gifts of ‘gold, frankincense, and myrrh’. This is again 
another Epiphany, a revelation that Jesus is the King, Priest and Savior of the world. 
Jesus had not even started to talk or walk when this happened, it is very clear to us 
that he is God who became human. 
 
We are just starting a new year. It is pregnant with many events which will gradually 
unfold. May we with the eyes of faith be able to find God in them. May we act in 
ways that will help others to find God present in our world. The Feast of the 
Epiphany reminds us that we all have gifts to bring to Jesus. What gift do we have 
to bring to Jesus today? What we give to the poor, if we know that it is Jesus we 
are giving, would we give differently? We are called to take the light of Christ to the 
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world. Those who need this light may be our neighbors, those we meet every day, 
those who are hurting and disillusioned; such people need our love, encouraging 
presence and guidance. We have people who struggle for food and shelter, they 
need our charity. Those who have hurt us need our forgiveness. Whether we are 
young or old, let us set out to offer to Jesus in the person before us, a myrrh of 
humility, a gold of love, and an incense of appreciation of recognition that 
everybody as bearing the image of God. 


