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The first reading presents us with the story of Hannah who was childless and 
suffered ridicule as a result of her childlessness. She went to present her prayers 
and supplication to God in tears and God answered her. No one goes to God in 
tears with prayers and go home empty handed. We saw how God made the Virgin 
Mary conceive and how the old Zechariah and Elizabeth had a child. What do we 
learn from these? ‘With God all things are possible.’  
 
Are you currently childless? Trust me, the God we both serve is more than capable 
of blessing us at the appointed time. Isaiah says, “They that hope in God will renew 
their strength, they will soar as with eagle’s wings; They will run and not grow 
weary…,” Isaiah 40:31. Let nothing dampen our faith, because “But you are a chosen 
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people of his own…,” 1Peter 2:9. Just as God 
can make a virgin conceive, God can also delay conception to a perfectly healthy 
couple for a reason. But we must see children as gifts from God, not properties, but 
persons entrusted to our care by God to whom we shall give account to. Children 
deserve to be loved. It is very sad to see parents, family members and those 
entrusted with the care of children abuse them or treat them as burdens. 
 
The second reading tells us that we are God’s children, that we should love one 
another, and we should keep God’s commandments. Paul highlights love in 
Colossians 3:12-21 as a necessity for God’s children. What does a boy or a girl do 
when he/she falls in love? He/she goes to the shop to buy nice clothes especially 
for their first time out, this is to impress and draw the attention of him or her. As 
we all know, dress is an important item in our life, it becomes an extension of our 
body, it can portray our joy and sorrows. Paul is asking us to put on this precious 
garment that is made of rare different parts; compassion, kindness, humility, 
gentleness, patience, forbearance, and reciprocal forgiveness, above all we should 
cover ourselves with the coat of love. This uniform must be worn by every Christian 
everywhere. These must be worn by husband, wife, and children in a family. The 
family must not forget the center part, which is praying together, dialogue and self-
giving. With Jesus at the center of our family, peace in the family is secured. Let us 
pause and ask ourselves here, what takes the center part of our family? 
 



The Gospel reading talks about an event that took place when the Holy Family went 
to Jerusalem for the feast of the Passover. At the end of the feast, Jesus stayed back 
in Jerusalem without the knowledge of his parents. They had to search for him for 
three days before finding him in the Temple and when asked for explanation for his 
behavior, he seems to answer back as if he was annoyed, but his parents did not 
understand. There are some facts that emerge from this reading that are 
worthwhile for every Christian family: the carrying out of religious activities 
together as a family, the trusting nature of Joseph and Mary, the courage of Jesus 
to stay back in the Temple to do his Father’s will, the obedience of Jesus to Mary 
and Joseph, Mary’s meditation on the happenings and lastly, that every family has 
its own share of anxiety and apprehension. 
 
The family is the first Church and School for children, Pope Benedict XVI beautifully 
put some years back that the "The house of Nazareth is a school of prayer where 
we learn to listen, to meditate, to penetrate the deepest meaning of the 
manifestation of the Son of God, drawing our example from Mary, Joseph and 
Jesus. The Holy Family is an icon of the domestic Church, which is called to pray 
together. The family is the first school of prayer where, from their infancy, children 
learn to perceive God, thanks to the teaching and example of their parents…. IF WE 
DO NOT LEARN TO PRAY IN THE FAMILY, IT WILL BE DIFFICULT TO FILL THIS GAP 
LATER. I would, then, like to invite people to rediscover the beauty of praying 
together as a family, following the school of the Holy Family of Nazareth." 
 
Our faith could be a platform on which our children can build their own lives. We 
may have fond memories of our own upbringing, how our parents demonstrated 
unwavering faith in God and dedication to the church. How they took us along to 
Mass. They encouraged us to take up active roles in the church. From there we 
realized that we could serve at the altar, and we got inspired to enter a religious 
life or marry in church. Well, as parents and adults, what do we have in faith to give 
to our children and younger ones to imitate today? Love must be at the center of 
our faith and family. Without love, a family becomes a mere combination of 
strangers living together just because they have nowhere else to go. The 
uniqueness of the family is that none of us get to choose the people we call family, 
God does that divine arrangement, but too often, we act as if God made a mistake 
in choosing our family. God gave us family because he looked at the man he made 
and said: “It is not good for him to be alone.” Family members are companions, 
must support each other, sacrifice for each other, help each other to grow etc. It is 



sad when family members try to outshine one another in jealousy. Parents, please 
don’t use children as pawn against each other. 
 
This story is an example of love that should exist in every relationship, there is no 
room to give up on each other. Peter Saraceno of Chicago was left speechless, 
motionless, and hopeless by a car accident. Linda Fraschalla, his fiancée, quit her 
job as a nurse to take care of Peter who was in coma for three years, she would talk 
to him even though he gave no sign that he could hear, still she prayed to God for 
him. Suddenly, one day she saw his eyebrow flutter and saw him making attempt 
to talk. Dear brethren, two years later Linda was leading Peter as they walked down 
the aisle of our Lady of Pompeii at their wedding.  
 


