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EIGHTH SUNDAY, YEAR C 
By Fr. Moses Iyogwoya 
 
Jesus the Divine Master taught us last Sunday to love our enemies, the example of 
David who had a chance of killing Saul but decided to spare his life because he 
recognized Saul as the Lord’s anointed. David restrained himself from judging and 
condemning Saul. All that David saw in Saul was God’s anointing. The best way we 
can be successful is to follow the advice we give others. There is an anecdote about 
a great Master, which illustrates an important rule of conduct: that we should not 
try to advance ourselves by pulling down others. The story goes this way: A disciple 
came to his master one morning and said, "Master, my six brothers are all asleep 
and I alone have remained awake to worship God." The Master replied, "Then you 
had better be asleep, if your worship of God consists of accusations against your 
brothers.” 
 

The author of Sirach in the first reading uses a variety of human experiences to 
highlight the importance of our words. The words that come out of our mouths 
show to a large extent our moral worth or our lack of it. Do not praise a man before 
you hear him speak, for this is the test of men. This text corroborates Luke 6:43-45. 
These verses speak of testing to find one's real character. The upright of heart think 
before they speak; the mouth of the wicked pours out evil, Proverbs 15:28. How often 
we try to give a good impression of ourselves to others, but people find out sooner 
or later what is in the storeroom of our hearts. 
 

Paul in the second reading speaks about death being swallowed up in victory and 
our putting off the perishable and mortal body in order to put on the imperishable 
and immortality when the time shall come for those who toe the line of goodness. 
As believers in Christ, we are on a journey to imperishability and immortality. This 
should reflect in our attitudes and our thought patterns. The Apostle said that “We 
be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord…” 
 

In the gospel, Jesus gives us a series of sayings in parables. "Can a blind man lead a 
blind man? Will they not both fall into a pit?” Absolutely yes, they will fall into a pit.   
A blind person cannot lead a blind person. A man can only go far within the 
circumference of his sight whether physical or spiritual. We cannot expect an 
illiterate to lead better in the field of education than an educator. The Latin adage 
says, 'Nemo dat quod  non habent' literally, ‘it means that no one can give what he 
does not have’. In the same vein a carnal man cannot fathom spiritual things, 1 cor 
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2:13-16. Anyone who has a better understanding of God, has constant fellowship 
with God, possessing wider foresight than those who do not. 
 
We are people baptized and initiated into the life of Christ; our character must 
testify to what we have received. We are branches grafted onto Jesus, the true 
vine, our productivity is an ultimate requirement, not a choice. Do we have the 
attitude of always blaming others? Our blaming others is not a guarantee of our 
fruitfulness. A good look at ourselves in the light of God’s word could be very 
revealing of the virtues we are yet to master. If we do not examine our conscience, 
we run the risk of judging others for sins which we are even more guilty of. We all 
have a tendency to project our conscience outwards. It is like we unconsciously 
fight the darkness that is within us by pointing fingers at others. Sometimes we use 
very unkind words to describe our so-called enemies, opponent, competitor, or the 
person whose background, ideas, beliefs, and practices are different from ours. Our 
words have sometimes caused anger, disunity, fear, discouragement or heartbreak.  
 
Many times, when we are angered or provoked, some very bad words come from 
our mouths that smack of the violence, hatred, and wickedness that have built up 
in us. Other times, we get defensive, angry, and abusive when we are confronted 
with things that are not pleasant to us, at times we fight when confronted with the 
truth. When we become disturbed, we lose our ability to pray. These are some of 
the attitudes that could be preventing us from bearing fruits. But if we pay heed to 
the Lord’s word, we shall overcome every sting of death in us and bear fruits that 
will last.  
 

Most often instead of encouraging others, we discourage them. What most people 
need today is not criticism but love, understanding and encouragement. Our world 
would be much more productive and a happier one if we realized that what most 
people need is praise rather than criticism.  
 
Some years ago, a boy was working in a London store. He had to rise at five o'clock 
each morning, sweep the store, and then work fourteen hours. He was able to do 
this for two years, and then he told his mother that he would kill himself if he had 
to continue. After his talk with his mother, he wrote a depressing letter to a teacher 
he had in his earlier years. He explained how he was heartbroken and no longer 
wanted to live. Rather than using negative words, the teacher praised him as a 
person and assured him that he was greatly gifted. To make a long story short, that 
letter of encouragement changed the boy's entire life. He went on to become one 
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of England's most successful writers, authoring nearly eighty books. He was Herbert 
George Wells, H. G. Wells.  
 
Today's Gospel invites us to look at our general attitude. Are we persons who are 
adding to the joy in our world by affirming and encouraging other people? Or are 
we persons who are adding to the sorrows in our world by constantly nagging and 
criticizing others? If we are the latter kind of persons, we need to take to heart the 
words of Jesus and realize that by our negative attitude we are destroying not only 
ourselves but also those around us. 


