
Instructions for the Final Rites of the Church 

This instrument is offered as a convenience to expedite the wishes of the individual as it pertains  

to the final rites of the Church.  Once completed this instrument will be kept on file for future 

reference.  It is our desire to provide a beautiful, dignified, and spiritual experience for those who  

share in these rites.  You are free at any time to amend this document. 

 

The Catholic Church upholds the burial of the dead as a spiritual and canonical responsibility.  

The Mass of Christian Burial is the right of every baptized soul and it is the express desire of the 

Church that every baptized Catholic be afforded this right and dignity.  It is customary that the 

body be present at this Mass.  If there is to be a cremation this should occur after the Funeral 

Mass. These are some of the specific norms which may not be altered to accommodate personal 

preference.   

 

Cremation has been approved by the Universal Church.  The disposition of the ashes is 

prescribed, and no other form of disposition is allowed.  Ashes are to be either buried or interred 

in a purpose-built columbarium.  It is forbidden by Canon Law to scatter ashes.  The ashes must 

be kept whole and entire.  It is also forbidden to keep ashes in a residence or divided into several 

containers or placed in lockets to be worn as jewelry.  

The custom of some ecclesial communities of delivering eulogies at a funeral is explicitly 

forbidden in the Roman Rite and not permitted at the Mass of Christian Burial. 

Eulogies may be given at wake/rosary services on the evening prior to the Funeral Mass.  There 

are no exceptions.   

During the season of Lent flowers are not permitted in the Sanctuary. 

 

 

Instructions for the rites of Christian Burial at St. Theresa Catholic Church to be 

observed for______________________________________________________ 

Funeral home with responsibility for arrangements: ________________________ 

 

Celebrant for wake/rosary___________________________________________ 

Celebrant for funeral________________________________________________ 

Celebrant for interment______________________________________________ 

Funeral Mass with body:  yes___   no___ 

Funeral Mass with cremated remains:  yes___   no___ 

Place of interment: ___________________________________________________ 

*Ashes must be interred or buried and may not be scattered, separated, or kept in a container in a dwelling by 

Canon Law of the Church.   



Military honors:   yes___ no___ 

List of pall bearers: 

 

 

 

Scripture readings: (See attached selections) 

First reading: ____________________________ 

Psalm response: __________________________ 

Second reading: __________________________ 

Gospel_________________________________ 

Music: (See attached list of selections approved for use)  

Procession: ____________________________________ 

Offering: ______________________________________ 

Communion: ___________________________________ 

Thanksgiving/closing: ____________________________ 

Memorials to Church:  yes____   no____ 

Flowers:  yes___ no___ 

 

These are my specific instructions and are signed by me: 

______________________________________  ___________ 

Signature            Date: 

And witnessed by: 

______________________________________  ___________ 

Signature:            Date: 

 

Seal of Parish 


